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About the School
Bishop McDevitt High School will celebrate its Centennial with the opening of the 2018-19 school 

year.  Originally named Harrisburg Catholic High School, the school was started by Bishop Philip 
R. McDevitt two years after his appointment to head the Harrisburg Diocese. It was housed at Church 
and North Streets near the Cathedral of Saint Patrick in the city. It opened in September 1918 with 44 
students and four teachers.

Originally located at 2200 Market Street in Harrisburg, in January of 2012, the school was relocated to 
its suburban location at One Crusader Way in Lower Paxton Township. This $42 million campus building 
project included the purchase of over 83 acres which now includes 21st century learning facilities, 
expansive Fine Arts Center, ample parking, and inclusive athletic fields.  

The school has a great history of alumni success and generosity, and a reputation for student 
achievement in academics and athletics, but it is the spirit of Bishop McDevitt High School that has 
always set it apart. That spirit was present in the religious foundation of the first Catholic High School 
of Harrisburg– in the zeal of Bishop McDevitt for providing young people with a Christian education, 
in the dedication of the religious orders who taught generations of students, and in the tradition carried 
on to the present day by the school’s committed faculty and staff and loving parents and benefactors. The 
students of McDevitt benefit from and contribute to the spirit of respect and love that is the hallmark of 
Bishop McDevitt.

The Position
The Board of Directors decided in the spring of 2018 to install the highly successful President/

Principal model of governance seen in many similarly-sized Catholic high schools across the country. In 
this model, the President is the chief administrator of the school and, in collaboration with the Principal, 
bears the responsibility for the school’s operations and policies, consistent with its Catholicity, vision, 
mission, and philosophy. The President is primarily responsible for ensuring sufficient resources, sound 
fiscal management, and long term financial stability of the school through direct oversight of business 
operations, including finances; advancement/fundraising/development; marketing; alumni relations; 
student recruitment and enrollment management activities; and administrative and human resources. 
The President is the primary liaison to the school’s Board of Directors and represents the school before 
the local community as its extremely visible and engaging public face. 

Mission Statement
Bishop McDevitt High School, 

a Catholic, college-preparatory 

coeducational school located 

within the Diocese of Harrisburg, 

serves students of diverse 

intellectual, socio-economic, 

and religious backgrounds. 

We strive to nurture the whole 

person by creating a challenging 

academic environment rooted in 

Gospel values. Our community 

aspires to graduate well-

rounded Christian men and 

women committed to living 

moral lives of holiness, integrity, 

justice, and responsible 

citizenship.
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General Responsibilities
• Leads in communicating the vision, mission, and strategic plan to the school and local community, in 

keeping with expectations of the Diocese and local pastors.

• With the Principal administers the school according to Diocesan and local policies. 

• Provides leadership for achieving the goals of Catholic Education. 

• Knows and understands the Catholic Philosophy of Education. 

• Nurtures the bond between the local community and the high school.

• Helps the Principal furnish Christian and constructive leadership to the faculty, staff, and student 
body. 

• In cooperation with the Principal, ensures that the educational program is professionally administered, 
renewed and evaluated and is consistent with the needs of the students, the requirements of the 
Diocese and the State and provides for the future needs of the students whether college bound, or 
work-force bound.

• Assists the Principal in integrating the Philosophy, Mission, Beliefs and Objectives of the school with 
those of the Diocese and local Parishes. 

• Supports the work of the Director of Advancement by participating regularly in visits, whether on or 
off site, with those alumni, potential donors and foundations, business and community leaders.

• Is accountable to the Board of Directors and Diocesan Superintendent of Schools.

FAST FACTS

Enrollment 2017-2018

720

13:1
Student/Teacher Ratio

In college scholarships
awarded to the
Class of 2017

$2.8M

96%

2012

College  
acceptance rate

Year the new $42 million 
campus opened
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Challenges and Opportunities
With the recent decision to move to the President/Principal model of governance, the dynamic 

leader selected to fill the inaugural role of President will enjoy the opportunity to help shape the strategic 
vision of this tradition-rich community and lead it into its exciting future.  This transition will involve 
redefining of the roles of the administrative leadership team and the development and implementation of 
a comprehensive school advancement and marketing plan.

Similar to Catholic schools across the country Bishop McDevitt faces the critical challenges of: 
sustaining and growing enrollment in a highly competitive market with a shrinking pool of prospective 
students, providing fair and competitive compensation for faculty and staff, implementing contemporary 
curriculum and related student learning experiences, keeping tuition at affordable levels, providing 
adequate levels of tuition assistance, and continually updating facilities to support academics, athletics, 
the arts and co-curricular activities. Supported by a respected network of local Catholic partner schools, 
McDevitt consistently meets its challenges and views them as opportunities to grow stronger in service to 
its students and the community.

Bishop McDevitt has been a significant player in the history of the Harrisburg community for nearly 
100 years, with over 17,000 loyal and successful alumni. This distinguished school community is well-
positioned in the region and is supported by passionate and dedicated alumni, as well as local business 
and civic community stakeholders. Built upon its strong underlying foundation of tradition, pride, and 
excellence, McDevitt’s reputation for academics and athletics in central Pennsylvania is a hallmark of 
its long-standing success. This, along with the magnificent $42 million 21st century facilities, provide a 
compelling opportunity for engaging constituent support. 

MOT TO

Religione 
Sapientia 
Colitur 
(In Religion’s Garden  
Grows Wisdom)
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Desired Qualities and Characteristics
• Practicing Catholic in communion with the Church who is a faith-filled and Christ-centered servant 

leader that embraces, models, and champions the traditions and values of Catholic education. 

• Advanced degree in education or business administration field, with a full understanding of the 
challenges and opportunities facing Catholic education. Proven experience in these fields will be 
considered in lieu of the advanced degrees.

• Minimum five years of progressive leadership and management in the field of education or an 
organization of equivalent complexity. Experience in an urban Catholic college preparatory 
environment is a plus. 

• Accomplished visionary with demonstrated success in addressing immediate school community needs 
and long-term goals.

• Proven capacity in leading mission-critical functions of budget and financial management, 
institutional growth and development, and high-level fundraising and philanthropic efforts. 

• Exceptional communication, interpersonal, and public speaking skills while serving as the highly 
visible public face of Bishop McDevitt High School in building constructive relationships with all 
stakeholders that inspire crucial support in its school advancement initiatives.

• Accessible and approachable leadership style, with a willingness to relate to students while being 
extremely visible and interactive on campus and at school sponsored events.

• Well-versed in creating the conditions for market leadership in a highly competitive college 
preparatory environment, familiarity with urban Catholic education environments is highly desirable.

• Inspirational, humble, and authentic mentor who instills leadership in others.

• Must be able to establish immediate rapport and trust with learning, parent, alumni, and 
philanthropic communities.

• Skilled at identifying, attracting, developing, and retaining high-quality professionals with a 
commitment and passion for delivering a transformational Catholic educational experience.

• Proven leadership skills that promote ongoing professional development, evaluation, and student 
assessment.

• Sound knowledge of overall operations of a secondary school, including academics, finances, alumni 
relations, care and maintenance of school’s physical facilities. 

• Fair, fun, and compassionate executive who embraces collaboration while leading with missionary 
zeal. 

Athletic Teams

24

83
Acreage of

campus

FAST FACTS

of the students  
receive  

financial aid

35%

20
Average Class Size

Clubs and Organizations

30
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About Harrisburg 
Harrisburg is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the United States, and 

the county seat of Dauphin County. With a population of 48,904, it is the ninth-largest city in the 
Commonwealth. It lies on the east bank of the Susquehanna River, 107 miles (172 km) west of 
Philadelphia.

The Harrisburg-York-Lebanon, PA area is made up of six counties in south central Pennsylvania. 
As of the 2010 United States Census the CSA had a population total of 1,219,422 and ranked 3rd most 
populous in the state of Pennsylvania, after Philadelphia and after Philadelphia and Pittsburgh and 43rd 
most populous in the United States.

In the mid-to-late 20th century, the city’s economic fortunes fluctuated with its major industries 
consisting of government, heavy manufacturing, including the production of steel and agriculture, (the 
greater Harrisburg area is at the heart of the fertile Pennsylvania Dutch Country), and food services 
(nearby Hershey is home of the chocolate maker, is located just 10 miles east of Harrisburg).

The great outdoors is easily accessible in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania’s capital. Bikers and runners take in 
the scenery of the Susquehanna River on the trails of Riverfront Park, which also hosts many of the metro 
area’s annual festivals and events. Residents also enjoy hiking the famous Appalachian Trail or camping 
and mountain biking in the many nearby state parks and forests.

The Harrisburg metropolitan area has more of a small-town atmosphere than many of the East Coast’s 
larger metro areas. And with one of the country’s most affordable housing markets and a cost of living 
below the national average, Harrisburg provides an urban atmosphere with a manageable price tag.

Should you seek entertainment beyond what’s offered within the city limits, Harrisburg residents 
are within easy driving distance of Amish country, Gettysburg National Military Park and Hersheypark 
– with its amusement park, concert series and The Spa at The Hotel Hershey (famous for its chocolate 
treatments). Big-city weekend getaways are also there for the taking; New York City, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Washington, D.C. are a few hours away by car.

Albright College

Alvernia University

Anne Arundel Community 
College

Bloomsburg University

Boston College

California State Polytechnic 
University

Catholic University of 
America

Christendom College

Coppin State University

Delaware State University

Duquesne University

East Carolina University

East Stroudsburg University

Elizabethtown College

Emerson College

Fordham University

George Washington 
University

Georgia Institute of 
Technology

Gwynedd Mercy University

Harrisburg Area Community 
College

Hampton University

Holy Family University

Indiana University

Kutztown University

La Roche College

Lackawanna College

LaSalle University

Lebanon Valley College

Lincoln University

Lock Haven University

Lone Star College

Loyola of Maryland

Loyola University Chicago

Colleges & Universities  
of the Class of 2017
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Application Procedure
To apply, please submit the following 

materials, confidentially and as separate 

PDF attachments in one email to Michael 

Furey. Please include Bishop McDevitt 

High School in subject field.

• Cover letter that aligns your 

experiences and skill set with the current needs of the school as you understand them.

• Current resume with all appropriate dates included.

• Statement of Catholic educational philosophy. 

• List of five references including names, physical addresses, phone numbers and email 

addresses. No references will be contacted without your knowledge and approval.

Michael Furey, Managing Partner

mikefurey@partnersinmission.com

Partners in Mission School Leadership Search Solutions, LLC

124 Sycamore Drive Westwood, MA 02090

www.partnersinmissionslss.com

Maryland Institute College of 
Art

Mercyhurst University

Messiah College

Millersville University

Mount Saint Mary’s University

New York University

Old Dominion University

Penn College of Technology

Penn State University

Point Park University

Robert Morris University

Rosemont College

Shenandoah University

Shippensburg University

Slippery Rock University

St. Joseph’s University

Susquehanna University

Temple University

The Ohio State University

The Savannah College of Art and 
Design

Towson University

University of Connecticut

University of Hawaii at Manoa

University of Pittsburgh

University of Scranton

University of South Carolina

University of Virginia

Virginia Commonwealth 
University

West Chester University

West Virginia University

Widener University

York College of Pennsylvania

Colleges & Universities  
of the Class of 2017
CONTINUED
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nation’s leading full-service consulting firm focused

exclusively on developing excellence in Catholic

school advancement and leadership. Since 2008,

our dedicated team of professionals have partnered

with clients to advance their missions by providing

comprehensive and effective solutions to address

the challenges they face every day.
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