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About the School
Rice Memorial High School is situated in a quiet suburban neighborhood within minutes of Lake 

Champlain and “The Perfect Small City” – Burlington, Vermont. Northern Vermont’s only Roman 
Catholic high school is a highly respected coeducational college preparatory school currently serving 
over 400 uniquely diverse students, representing over 47 communities throughout central and northern 
Vermont. Its welcoming ethos serves students of all faiths, with approximately 60% of its enrollment 
being Catholic. Rice offers a varied and challenging program which emphasizes a commitment to 
intellectual development as well as personal, social, and spiritual growth. Rice encourages each student to 
be a compassionate, motivated, and responsible member of society. 

Originally founded in 1917 as Cathedral High School, Rice Memorial High School is now celebrating 
100 years of excellence in academics, faith, and service. Rooted in its Catholic traditions and gospel 
values, the Rice Memorial family has built a storied legacy as an institution where students of all faiths 
can achieve excellence in their academic endeavors and all areas of life. Its high academic standards are 
respected and embraced by Vermont’s most populous region, making it a unique school community with 
a spiritual diversity that creates a warm and family spirit-filled learning environment. 

It’s History
Rice’s roots began with Cathedral High School. Under the direction of Bishop Joseph Rice, Cathedral 

High School opened in 1917 on the corner of Pearl and St. Paul Streets in downtown Burlington to serve 
the high school students of Cathedral Parish. The school was primarily staffed by Sisters of Mercy and 
diocesan priests. Due to its stellar reputation, it soon attracted students from other Burlington parishes 
and Winooski. Before long, the school building was too small for its burgeoning population of students. 

In the 1950’s, as the need to bring all students onto one campus became prevalent, Fr. Raymond 
Adams, Principal of Cathedral, was directed to build a new school on the Proctor Avenue property in 
South Burlington. Bishop Robert F. Joyce, Bishop of Burlington and a former Principal of Cathedral, 
named the school Rice Memorial, in honor of Bishop Rice, who founded Cathedral High School. On 

Mission Statement
As a Roman Catholic school, Rice 
Memorial High School exists to 
guide its students toward the 
realization of their God-given 
potential. Rice teaches students 
to recognize and develop their 
unique gifts by inspiring them to 
love learning, to serve others and 
to seek God through Jesus Christ 
and his Church.
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January 30, 1959, Fr. Adams led 880 students, 26 religious, and 8 lay faculty on a 2.6-mile march from 
Cathedral to the sparkling modern facility that is today Rice Memorial High School. 

While the teaching and learning process have evolved since the day Cathedral opened in 1917, the 
values of a Catholic education have not. Since its earliest days, Cathedral and Rice have worked to form its 
students in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Rice Memorial continues the work of inspiring students to live the 
Christian life, to embrace their Catholic faith, and to enter the world academically, faithfully, and morally 
formed. The work that started in 1917 continues 100 years later in the halls and classrooms of Rice!

Educational Philosophy
Community is a way of life at Rice.  With just under 430 students – nearly 1/3 the size of most 

local public high schools – a sense of belonging is established quickly.  Small classes allow teachers 
an opportunity to really know their students. Underclassmen are recognized and mentored by older 
students.  Respect for one another is expected, allowing students the freedom to try something different, 
often discovering new gifts and talents along the way. Additionally, the past five years have seen a 
dramatic increase in the international student population for whom English is a second language.

Rice Memorial High School prides itself on academic excellence. The faculty strives to ensure each 
course meets Rice’s mission of inspiring students to love learning, serve others, and seek God. 
The curriculum is specifically designed to prepare all students for the rigors of college academics. For 
those students who have excelled in specific disciplines, and who work well independently and at an 
accelerated pace, there are honors and Advanced Placement level courses.

Historically, over ninety-two percent of Rice graduates pursue post-secondary education with 
approximately ninety percent attending selective four-year colleges. Rice alumni attend some of the 
finest colleges and universities in the country. With SAT scores higher than the state average and over 
90 percent of graduates attending college, Rice students make their education a priority.  The college 
prep curriculum focuses heavily on providing the skills necessary for students to succeed in college and 
life. One or two National Merit Scholarship candidates and/or US Presidential Scholar nominees are 
recognized each year. 

FAST FACTS

Catholic

60%

430
Students in 
Grades 9-12

36
Faculty Members 

With Advanced Degrees

Student Teacher Ratio

11:1
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 Faith and Character
The foundation of Rice Memorial is built upon kindness, respect and trust. Each day begins with 

a moment of silence, a reading from the Bible and Rice’s Mission Prayer. Students are required to take 
Religion classes for all four years. While promoting a faith and culture dialogue, students develop the 
gospel values and Christian attitudes that will serve them throughout their lives.  

One notable aspect of Rice’s commitment to faith and character is its Peer Ministry program; a group 
of dedicated Juniors and Seniors who lead by Christian example. These students strive to love and serve 
others as Christ would, to be respectful, responsible, compassionate and understanding, to exercise 
patience and self-control, and to foster a Christian community both inside and outside of Rice. Peer 
Ministry members are devoted to God and to others and aim to grow in faith. 

The Rice Community Service Program is to encourage and guide students to live out the teachings 
of Jesus Christ. As such, it has two major goals: bringing forth the kingdom of God and reaching out to 
the poor, vulnerable, and marginalized in society. Participation in these efforts helps students grow in 
faith, develop important character traits, learn new perspectives and engender compassion. Students are 
afforded extensive opportunities to express their faith and help those less fortunate.

Extracurricular
All students attending Rice Memorial are encouraged to take advantage of opportunities to participate 

in co-curricular activities. These activities help students develop new skills and meet new people.
Athletics at Rice are an integral part of a student’s development, allowing students to discover their 

God-given abilities. Through athletics, students develop a competitive spirit, leadership skills, and 
pride in the community. The athletics program assists to guide the students, through a competitive 
environment, to achieve personal growth, team accountability, and a strong will to work together for a 
common goal.

Athletic teams are regulated by the Vermont Principals’ Association. The majority of teams are in 
Division One, with a few teams competing at the Division Two level. The Rice community is unparalleled 
in its support of the school and student activities.  Sporting events draw a tremendous fan base from 
current students, alumni, parents, faculty and staff. 

Advanced Placement and

Honors Courses

Student Participation

in Athletics

85%

25

20

FAST FACTS

20 State Championships  
in the last four years

Alumni
(10,000 in the Local Region)

15,000+
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Rice Memorial High School carries a tradition that must be seen to be understood. Stunt Night is a 
unique annual community event filled with laughter, song, and dance that builds student confidence and 
forms friendships among the classes. All students are eligible to participate - close to 100 percent of Rice 
students voluntarily do so - and no stage experience or talent is ever necessary. Each class is permitted 
twenty-five to thirty minutes on stage. Time over or under could cost the class a win! Each class has 21 
hours of rehearsal time to prepare for two shows performed on Vermont’s biggest stage, the Flynn Theatre in 
Burlington. Many are surprised to know that each of the four shows is coached by parents, former students, 
and many on a voluntary basis, as each performance is so exceptionally and professionally presented.

The Position
The next principal is expected to bring the energy, charisma, and executive leadership skills necessary 

for this school community to build on its considerable strengths while delivering its highly respected 
Catholic college preparatory education. The candidates we seek will be experienced in addressing the 
challenges facing most Catholic schools while ensuring its Catholic identity, academic excellence, and 
ongoing school advancement initiatives remain strong, vibrant, and visible. 

The principal’s primary role is to be the academic and faith-based leader to the community’s students, 
faculty and staff. The principal leads the day-to-day operation of the school’s Christ- centered educational 
program and coordinates the evaluation of its faculty, curriculum, and activities. The principal mentors, 
motivates, and instills leadership qualities in the community’s students, faculty, and staff. The principal 
represents the school at functions related to the educational program and dynamically leads the spiritual, 
academic, and co-curricular activities of the school through effective utilization of the supporting 
assistant principals. The principal effectively delegates specific functions of the school’s administration to 
the assistant principals. The principal is the chief academic and operating officer. 

Challenges and Opportunities
The year 2017 marks Rice’s 100th year in educating young men and women. As evidenced in its recent 

$12 million capital improvement project in 2015, the school is strongly supported by the Diocese of 
Burlington, Bishop Christopher James Coyne, D.D., S.L.D., and an extensive constituency of dedicated 
and passionate parents, alumni, and friends of the school community. Through these collective efforts, 
Rice students are able to enjoy its modern and expansive 21st Century learning environments and fully 
immerse themselves in its robust college preparatory offerings.  

Respected throughout Northern Vermont as an academically rigorous Catholic college preparatory 
institution, Rice Memorial enjoys balanced budgets and is well-prepared to capitalize on its many 
inherent strengths. With strong diocesan support and its dedicated community of mission-driven 
stakeholders, this widely recognized school is poised for an exciting and growth-filled future. The 
school community is immensely proud of its welcoming ethos, where students of all faiths feel accepted. 
Maintaining this welcoming and inclusive culture, while proudly promoting a strong Catholic identity 
and Christ-centered values, will be a key expectation of the next Principal. 

This is an important and promising time in the history of this distinguished and legendary school. 
The next Principal will be expected to maintain an emphasis on best practices in teaching and learning 
while ensuring lofty standards of academic and co-curricular excellence in delivering the respected Rice 
Memorial experience. Additionally, he or she will be an accomplished visionary who can effectively 
manage the challenges facing most Catholic schools across the country: sustaining and growing 
enrollment in a highly competitive market with a shrinking pool of prospective students, implementing 
contemporary curriculum and related student learning experiences, keeping tuition at affordable levels, 
providing adequate levels of tuition assistance, and continually updating facilities to support academics, 
athletics, the arts and co-curricular activities.

AP Scholars

93

Christian Service Hours  
Required of All Graduates

80

FAST FACTS

SAT Average Score
Class of 2017

ACT Average Score
Class of 2017

1156

25.2
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Desired Qualities and Characteristics
• Practicing Catholic in communion with the Church who is a faith-filled and Christ-centered servant 

leader that embraces, models, and champions the mission of Rice Memorial
• Advanced degree in an education related field with five or more years of proven instructional and 

executive administration experience in a Catholic college preparatory environment
• Accomplished visionary able to lead an extensive, innovative, and academically rigorous curriculum 

that ensures success for all students, based on high standards of excellence
• Accessible and approachable leadership style, with a willingness to relate to students while being 

extremely visible and interactive on campus and at school events 
• Inspirational, humble, and authentic mentor who instills leadership in others 
• Must be able to establish immediate rapport and trust with learning, parent, and alumni communities 
• Exceptional communication, interpersonal, and public-speaking skills while serving as the highly 

visible public face of the school in building constructive relationships with all stakeholders that inspire 
crucial support in its enrollment and fundraising initiatives

• Well-versed in creating the conditions for market leadership in a competitive college preparatory 
environment

• Skilled at identifying, attracting, developing, and retaining high-quality educators with a commitment 
and passion for delivering an authentically Catholic educational experience 

• Proven leadership in ongoing fiscal management, professional development and evaluation, and 
student assessment 

• Fair, fun and compassionate executive who embraces collaboration while leading with missionary zeal 

Class of 2017 attending 
the following Colleges 
and Universities
American University

Assumption College

Bentley University

Boston College

Boston University

Cedar Crest College

Champlain College

Clarkson University

College of the Holy Cross

Dalhousie University

DePaul University

Emerson College

Emmanuel College

Endicott College

Franciscan University of 
Steubenville

Franklin Pierce University

Furman University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Gettysburg College

Hamilton College

Hartwick College

Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges

Holy Cross College

Humber College

Johnson & Wales University 

Johnson State College

Junior Hockey (Canada)

Keystone College

La Salle University

Marist College

McGill University

Michigan State University

Northeastern University

Norwich University

Pomona College
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Application Procedure
To apply, please submit the following materials, confidentially and as separate PDF 
attachments in one email to Michael Furey. Please include Rice Memorial High School in 
subject field.

• Cover letter that aligns your experiences and skill sets with the current needs of the 
school as you understand them. 

• Current resume with all appropriate dates included.

• Statement of Catholic educational philosophy.

• List of five references including relationship, physical addresses, phone numbers and 
email addresses. No references will be contacted without your knowledge and approval.

Michael Furey, Managing Partner
mikefurey@partnersinmission.com
Partners in Mission School Leadership Search Solutions, LLC
124 Sycamore Drive Westwood, MA 02090
www.partnersinmission.com

Providence College

Queen’s University

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Rochester Institute of 
Technology

Roger Williams University

Sacred Heart University

Saint Michael’s College

Skidmore College

St. John Fisher College

St. Lawrence University

Stonehill College

Suffolk University

Syracuse University

Trinity College

Universidad Francisco Victoria

University of California, Los 
Angeles

University of Colorado at Boulder

University of Maine, Fort Kent

University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst

University of New England

University of Notre Dame

University of Rhode Island

University of Toronto

University of Vermont

U.S. Military: Marines

Vermont Technical College

Villanova University

West Virginia University

Western New England University

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Class of 2017 attending 
the following Colleges and 
Universities (Continued)
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