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About the School
Santa Margarita Catholic High School (SMCHS) of the Diocese of Orange, California, opened its 

doors in the fall of 1987. Since its charter class of 240 students graduated in June of 1991, SMCHS 
has grown to more than 1,700 students at the start of the 2017-2018 school year. The school offers a 
challenging curriculum grounded in its mission of enlivening the teachings of Jesus Christ in the charism 
of Caritas Christi which forms the basis for school life. SMCHS is characterized by dedicated faculty 
and staff, rigorous and diverse academic programming, faith-filled activities and competitive athletics. 
With more than 10,600 alumni, Santa Margarita Catholic High School offers a coeducational, college-
preparatory education developing students who are people of faith, skilled lifelong learners, healthy 
individuals and involved citizens of the world. Under the leadership of the Diocese of Orange, the 
school’s 42-acre campus is nestled against the picturesque Saddleback Valley Mountains in Rancho Santa 
Margarita.

Mission
Santa Margarita Catholic High School seeks to bring the nurturing charism of Caritas Christi – the 

love of Christ – to our community of faith and learning. Centered in this charism, we work jointly with 
parents to provide an educational experience that incorporates:
• Religious and spiritual formation

• Intellectual and academic development

• Physical and personal growth

• Social awareness and moral development

We seek to encourage in our students a 
positive sense of self-worth, self-discipline, 
personal responsibility, successful interpersonal 
relationships, commitment to Gospel values, and 
a desire to contribute positively to both the global 
community and the immediate society in which 
they live.

FAST FACTS

Students enrolled 
 in 2018-’19

1,686

#1
#1 Ranked Catholic High School  

in Southern California  
(Washington Post, 2017)

90%

$2.1M

Student participation in 
extracurricular activities

1 of 4 students receives  
tuition assistance, $2.1 million 

awarded in 2018-’19
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Philosophy
Santa Margarita Catholic High School (SMCHS) endeavors to bring the person and teachings of Jesus 

Christ to this time and place under the direction of the Bishop of Orange and in accordance with the 
Magisterium of the Catholic Church. They strive to emulate the accepting and nurturing way that He 
taught: to have faith in the Father, to demonstrate a loving, mutual respect for all, to seek opportunities 
to serve, and to be open to the thoughts and ideas of each individual. They are dedicated to working in 
union with families to provide a premier, holistic education encompassing the student’s religious, moral, 
intellectual, physical, and personal development within the framework of an effective college preparatory 
education.

Integral Student Outcomes

Spiritually – People of Faith 
• Demonstrating a faith-based knowledge of Catholic beliefs, traditions, and practices. 

• Modeling the school’s charism of Caritas Christi, the love of Christ. 

• Demonstrating a commitment to an ongoing relationship with God through prayer, and if appropriate, 
through the Sacraments and communal liturgical celebrations, as well as other ongoing co-curricular 
events. 

• Demonstrating knowledge and application of the inherent connection between lived faith and works of 
mercy, charity, service and social justice. 

Intellectually – Skilled Lifelong Learners 
• Demonstrating the ability to express themselves orally and in writing, across various media, by 

meeting school standards demonstrated by competency that meets or exceeds state standards. 

• Demonstrating critical thinking, analysis, and evaluation skills, as well as collaborative problem-
solving aimed at inventive, adaptive solutions. 

• Demonstrating competency across the curriculum through achievement that meets or exceeds school 
and state standards. 

• Using technology as a tool to solve problems, conduct research, organize and manage projects, access 
information while evaluating its validity and usefulness. 

• Demonstrating competency in identifying and finding information and resources necessary to develop 
personal goals and continuous learning. 

FAST FACTS

Attended college (2018)

Average 2018 ACT  

99%

26.6

1218
Average  

2018 SAT

Alumni

10,600
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Physically – Healthy Individuals 
• Demonstrating knowledge and application of the skills to practice a healthy lifestyle. 
• Participating in activities that promote emotional and physical well-being. 

Socially and Morally – Involved Citizens of the World 
• Understanding the basic civic responsibilities of a citizen, demonstrated by an awareness and 

appreciation of the global community and the environment. 
• Understanding the connections between choices and consequences by taking responsibility for their 

actions. 
• Demonstrating the skills and qualities required for positive leadership. 

 Academics
Whether you have specialized learning needs and require additional support or thrive in the most 

rigorous of programs, Santa Margarita’s college prep academic tracks are tailored to meet the needs of 
varied learners. In addition to the traditional college prep courses, the school offers 18 AP courses, 41 
honors courses and 47 International Baccalaureate courses. The school’s Auxiliary Studies Program allows 
students with specialized learning needs to reach their full potential. 

In January 1997, SMCHS became the first Catholic high school in the Western United States to join 
the prestigious International Baccalaureate Organization, offering academically talented and motivated 
students an opportunity to take IB courses and earn an internationally-recognized diploma. Students 
must meet prerequisites to take individual IB courses, similar to honors or AP classes. Outside of course 
requirements, IB full diploma candidates must complete an extended research essay and an independent 
project encompassing creativity, action and service. Those select students accepted in the full diploma 
program following their sophomore year are committed to taking the most rigorous academic 
curriculum offered at SMCHS.

For the fifth consecutive year, SMCHS was named a Microsoft Showcase School joining an elite 
community of approximately 40 schools in the nation recognized for their pioneering efforts and 
innovation in teaching, learning and assessment. The school’s globally-recognized one-to-one tablet PC 
program puts a tablet PC in the hands of every student and teacher with an emphasis on collaborative, 
student-centered classrooms inspiring enthusiasm and ownership in the learning process. Students can 
take and file notes in digital notebooks with digital ink, virtually collaborate with teachers and classmates 
through shared workspaces, quickly access e-books and much more. 

Ninety-nine percent of Santa Margarita graduates in the class of 2018 attend college with 92 percent 
at four-year universities. The class received $57.8 million in scholarship offers. The school has a director 
of college relations dedicated to building strong partnerships with universities across the nation. Their 
comprehensive college counseling and college relations programs includes workshops, seminars, college 
coffees and more. Through a personalized approach, counselors work in partnership with families 
to find a college that best fits each student’s strengths, interests and goals. Approximately 155 college 
representatives visit campus annually to recruit Santa Margarita students.  

Athletics
Since the school opened 31 years ago, SMCHS has earned more championships than any other 

school in Southern California with seven state championships, 66 CIF championships and 208 league 
championships. SMCHS offers 29 CIF (California Interscholastic Federation) and club sports teams. 
SMCHS is home to a three-story athletic center with a 5,800 square-foot fitness and weight room center 
that provides unmatched training opportunities for student athletes. The center earned LEED silver 
certification for its eco-friendly design and includes team and film rooms. The campus also includes 
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tennis courts, an Aquatics Center complete with stadium seating, an Olympic-sized pool, athletic fields, 
all-weather track and recently installed FieldTurf.

Student Activities
Over ninety percent of the student body participates in more than 85 campus clubs and activities. The 

Eagles Edge program provides “real-world” growth and networking opportunities. The school has an award-
winning robotics program, in which the team took top honors in the county in 2018, earning an invitation to 
the world championships. Students also participate in retreats, fellowship, school Masses and service learning 
programs. Through extracurricular activities, honors societies, campus ministry programs, the arts and 
athletic teams, SMCHS students develop exceptional leadership and management skills.

The Position
The next principal of Santa Margarita High School is expected to bring the energy, charisma and 

executive leadership skills necessary for this school community to build upon its considerable strengths, 
while delivering its highly respected Catholic college preparatory education. Candidates will be 
experienced in addressing the challenges facing most Catholic schools while ensuring its Catholic identity, 
academic excellence, and ongoing school advancement initiatives remain strong, vibrant and visible. 

As the educational leader of the school, the principal is responsible for  the day-to-day operation of the 
school and is a visible presence in all areas of the school.  The principal serves as chief instructional officer 
of the school and has responsibility for functions and policies regarding spirituality, academics, faculty and 
student life. While reporting directly to the president, the principal reinforces the academic and spiritual 
mission and vision of the school in all policies, procedures, and programs, and is responsible for the design, 
implementation and improvement of the curriculum and ongoing accreditation.

Working with the assistant principals and department chairs, the principal establishes programs for 
the orientation, professional development, supervision and evaluation of teachers to ensure that teachers 
are familiar with and adhere to school policies in all areas of the school operation. The principal also 
establishes guidelines for proper student conduct and dress, maintains student discipline consistent with 
school policies, monitors students’ adherence to established school rules, maintains accurate records 
of student attendance and citizenship. Additionally, the principal oversees the coordination of all co-
curricular and extra-curricular activity programs of the school, assisting in maintaining a comprehensive 
calendar of school events and keeping the entire school community informed of various school programs 
and activities.

AP Scholars in 2018

210

FAST FACTS

14:1
Student/Teacher Ratio 

$57.8 million in college  
scholarships awarded (2018)

$57.8M

Of faculty hold  
advanced degrees

69%
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Desired Qualities and Characteristics
• Practicing Catholic who values and models the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church and 

assures that the core values and critical concerns of the Caritas Christi charism are reflected in all 
school programs and operations.

• Practicing Catholic who is a Christ-centered servant leader that embraces, models and champions the 
traditions and values of the of the Catholic Church and Catholic education.

• Hold a valid California Administrative Credential, as well as a California General and/or Standard 
Teaching Credential (or possess transferable credentials from other states or countries). Advanced 
degree in an education or related field required. 

• Minimum of five years of teaching experience in a Catholic college preparatory school. Recent and 
progressive administrative leadership experience required.

• Accomplished visionary able to lead an extensive, innovative and rigorous curriculum and 
extracurriculars that ensure success for all students based on high standards of excellence.

• Exceptional communication, interpersonal, and public speaking skills while serving as a highly visible 
public face of the school community in building constructive relationships with all stakeholders that 
inspire crucial support in all school advancement initiatives.

• Well-versed in creating the conditions for market leadership in a highly competitive Catholic college 
preparatory environment, familiarity with the Orange County (CA) market is a plus.

• Accessible and approachable leadership style with a willingness to relate to students while being 
extremely visible and interactive on campus and at school events.

• Inspirational, humble and authentic mentor who instills leadership in others.

• Must be able to establish immediate rapport and trust with learning, parent and alumni communities.

• Skilled at identifying, attracting, developing and retaining high-quality educators with a commitment 
and passion for delivering a transformational Catholic educational experience.

• Lifelong learner with proven leadership in ongoing professional development, evaluation, and student 
assessment. 

• Fair and compassionate leader with a sense of humor who embraces collaboration while leading with 
missionary zeal.
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Application Procedure
To apply, please submit the following materials, confidentially and as separate PDF 

attachments in one email to Michael Furey. Please include Santa Margarita Catholic High 

School in subject field.

• Cover letter that aligns your experiences and skill set with the current needs of the 

school as you understand them.

• Current resume with all appropriate dates included.

• Statement of Catholic educational philosophy. 

• List of five references including names, relationship, phone numbers and email 

addresses. No references will be contacted without your knowledge and approval.

Michael Furey, Managing Partner

mikefurey@partnersinmission.com

Partners in Mission School Leadership Search Solutions

124 Sycamore Drive Westwood, MA 02090

www.partnersinmissionslss.com

About Rancho  
Santa Margarita 
One of Orange County’s youngest 
cities, Rancho Santa Margarita 
is a master planned community 
with winding trails and a scenic 
lake hugged by breathtaking 
hills. At the foot of the Santa Ana 
Mountains, Rancho Santa Margarita 
is a beautiful community with 
superb weather, a central park 
and award-winning schools. This 
small city hosts a mixture of retail 
shops, restaurants and year-round 
community events. The city is 
also home to the scenic Rancho 
Santa Margarita Lake, rimmed by 
a pathway for walking and jogging. 
Carmelita’s Mexican restaurant 
overlooks the lake, with an alfresco 
dining area for panoramic lakeside 
sunsets.  Named one of California’s 
safest cities, this city’s small-town 
village character is absolutely 
perfect for families. There are parks 
galore, pools, Cinépolis Luxury 
Cinemas, a private beach club and 
a Cal Elite Kids Gymnastics Center. 
Every holiday is observed with 
activities at the town’s Central Park, 
which also plays host to a Summer 
Concert Series. Halfway between Los 
Angeles and San Diego, residents 
can enjoy numerous activities within 
a 100-mile radius while the famous 
Laguna Beach oceanfront community 
is just 24 miles away. The local 
mountains and desert offer quick 
weekend getaways.



Partners in Mission School Leadership Search Solutions 

is the retained search division of Partners in Mission, 

the nation’s leading full-service consulting firm focused 

exclusively on developing excellence in Catholic school 

advancement and leadership. As partners among 

ourselves and with our clients’ missions, we value, 

understand, and embrace the importance of Catholic 

education in our personal and professional lives — and 

remain committed to ensuring its strength and vitality 

for years to come. Engaged by religious and school 

communities, boards and dioceses, our team of dedicated 

search consultants have identified and secured mission-

driven professionals to serve in a myriad of diverse 

Catholic school and diocesan leadership positions from 

Massachusetts to Hawaii.

www.partnersinmissionslss.com

Partners in Mission School Leadership Search Solutions

124 Sycamore Drive, Westwood, MA 02090


