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About the School
Marist High School is a private Catholic college preparatory high school located in the Mount 

Greenwood neighborhood of Chicago, Illinois, operated by the Marist Brothers on behalf of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. Founded in 1963 as an all-male institution, the school became co-ed in 2002 
and today educates over 1,600 young men and women each year. The Mission of Marist High School as 
a Roman Catholic, coed high school, is to make Jesus Christ known and loved in the Marist Brothers’ 
tradition, while preparing students for higher education and life.

Marist offers a unique experience for students and families, providing a challenging academic 
program, successful athletics, a wide range of activities, social events, and more. All this is built on 
a foundation of faith and family. The combination of Marist’s offerings and the incredible success of 
students is unparalleled. Marist High School is poised for continued growth in all aspects of school life, 
and looks to be the leader in Catholic secondary education for “time and eternity.”

There is a unique energy to the community at Marist. Students at Marist create a family atmosphere. 
During their time at Marist, students learn together, pray together, celebrate together, compete together, 
and serve together. They go through the ups and downs of high school life as brothers and sisters and 
offer support to each other along the way. The opportunity to experience all of this in a co-ed setting 
strengthens students socially and emotionally and helps them become responsible, compassionate young 
people who are connected to the school and one another for life.

Its History
In 1962 Albert Cardinal Meyer requested the Marist Brothers to come to Chicago and oversee the 

planning, construction, and staffing of a new high school on the southwest side of the city.  On November 
6th of that year, Brother Pius Lyons arrived in Chicago to oversee the founding of the new school. Brother 
Pius opened the school on September 9, 1963.  Seven Marist Brothers arrived on September 6th and 
began school for the three hundred and twenty freshmen who were enrolled.  

Mission Statement

The mission of Marist 

High School as a 
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education and life.
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On September 8, 1964, a second class of students was added to Marist, bringing the enrollment to six 
hundred and fifty.  In September of 1965 the enrollment increased to nine hundred and sixty students, 
and finally an additional four hundred students entered in September of 1966.  Marist High School 
became a four-year educational institution.  

One of the most significant changes for the school was its transition to a co-ed enrollment during the 
2002-2003 school year, with the first co-ed class graduating in 2006. This change opened the doors for 
thousands of families in the community. Building on the strengths of the original Brothers, students, and 
parents who were the early pioneers in building the foundation of Marist, the school has thrived over the 
last fifty-four years, and now boasts more than 18,000 alumni. 

Marist High School is poised for continued growth in all aspects of school life, and looks to be the 
leader in Catholic secondary education for “time and eternity.”

Intellect
Marist students are nurtured 

from their first day at school 
to grow into academically 
sound, faithful, confident young 
citizens. A major part of this 
growth process is due to the 
opportunity to discover one’s 
values, skills, and strengths. With 
a combination of a challenging 
curriculum, opportunities to 
grow in faith, and a wide variety 
of extracurricular activities, 
students at Marist come to know who they are as young adults and are prepared to step confidently into 
the next chapter of their lives. Marist High School prides itself on providing an innovative curriculum 
that both strengthens and challenges each student. Through a well-balanced course load, rich with 
interesting and dynamic electives, students graduate prepared for higher education and life. 

Academically, Marist graduates have gone on to top universities across the nation and achieved 
success in a variety of industries. Being at the forefront of technology has always been a pillar of the 
school, and during the 2014-15 school year Marist introduced a one-to-one iPad technology program that 
focuses on collaborative learning and supports the dedicated teachers who staff three different college-
prep programs.

Marist values itself on the ability and desire to support students who need limited accommodations 
to be academically successful in high school. The Marcellin Program provides a college-prep curriculum 
to students who have learning challenges. Inspired by the founder of the Marist Brothers—St. Marcellin 
Champagnat—who struggled academically himself, the program provides for the diversity in learning 
styles and the necessary strategies to help each student reach his or her full potential.

Marist High School’s Explore Program was established to provide unique opportunities for students to 
consider careers through mentorship, special events, and professional resources. It allows students unsure 
of a future career the chance to learn from seasoned professionals about a variety of industries, while 
affording students who have a career goal in mind the opportunity to delve deeper into the industry, 
attain insider knowledge and gain invaluable professional experience while in high school. This program 
helps set Marist students apart from peers, as it differentiates them from the typical college applicant. 
Explore Program graduates are uniquely prepared for college and eventually, professional life. 

FAST FACTS

100%

Student Teacher Ratio

16:1

Awarded in College 
Scholarships

$45M+

Average ACT Score

23.1

National Merit Finalists

2

Of Graduates Admitted to College
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Faith and Character
Celebrating the Catholic faith as a school community is an integral element of Marist’s spiritual life. 

The student body and faculty celebrate prayer services and Eucharistic liturgies throughout the year. 
Morning mass is offered weekly, and all-school masses are celebrated once a month and on Holy Days 
of Obligation. Days of reflection and opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation are available to 
enhance each student’s spiritual life. Opportunities are available to become lectors, Eucharistic ministers, 
liturgical musicians & singers, and altar servers. Students can also participate in planning religious 
services. 

Campus Ministry programs is at the heart of Marist’s mission to make Jesus known and loved. It is at 
the very core of the school’s work that students not just know the Catholic religion, but live their faith. 
The religious activities offered at Marist enhance students’ spirituality and brings them closer to a lived 
faith. 

The past fifty-four years have been a journey in faith, family, and service for the school. The 
opportunity for young men and women to grow spiritually and live out the mission of the school by 
serving others has always been the guiding principle at Marist. From a long-standing senior service 
outreach program today serving 18 local organizations to service projects in the community to national 
and international mission trips, Marist continues to serve “the least favored.”

Extracurriculars
Marist extracurricular programs have a strong history. Marist athletic teams have been consistently 

successful and have garnered accolades and media attention on the local, state, and national level. With 
26 exceptional programs, Marist is a proud member of the East Suburban Catholic Conference and 
Illinois High School Association. Its dedicated coaches and athletes train and compete on their 55-acre 
campus with premiere facilities. 

The Marist Band is at the heart of the school. Since its earliest days to its latest performance, the 
commitment to excellence has never wavered. They prepare for a variety of performances, from field 
competitions to concerts to parades. Many of Marist’s band members have gone on to participate in elite 
college band programs and pursue careers in music. 

CLASS OF 
2017 COLLEGE 
ACCEPTANCES
American University

Belmont Abbey College 

Boston College

Boston University 

Bradley University 

Butler University 

Carnegie Mellon University 

Catholic University of America 

Colgate University 

Columbia University 

Cornell University

Creighton University 

Dartmouth College

Dennison University 

DePaul University 

Duke University

Fordham University 

Georgetown University 

Grand Valley State University 

Harvard University 

Illinois Institute of Technology

Illinois State University

Illinois Wesleyan University 

Indiana University 

Lake Forest College 

Lewis University 

Loras College

Loyola University 

Marist College 

Miami University 

Middlebury College 

Marquette University

Michigan State University 

Milwaukee School of 
Engineering

Northern Illinois University 

Northwestern University 

Princeton University 

Purdue University 

(Continued on page 6)
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The goal of Lantern Theater is simple: to provide the Marist family with the opportunity to participate 
in high-quality, innovative summer theater not typical of high school productions. The group reaches out 
to both current students and alumni to create a cast and crew that work hard to produce stellar shows 
on the RedHawk Theater stage. The Theatre Guild produces two main shows each year—a fall drama 
and a spring musical. These shows provide an opportunity for students to participate in all aspects of the 
production from set design and sound to choreography and blocking. These students not only grow as 
performers, but as friends.

Marist offers a wide variety 
of opportunities for students to 
explore, strengthen, and expand 
their artistic talents. Through a rich 
visual art program with excellent 
facilities, students can learn hands-
on about each discipline with the 
mentoring of our experienced art 
teachers. There are 14 visual art 
courses offered including pottery, 
painting, drawing, photography, 
and more.

The Position
The school now seeks to secure 

its next Director of Advancement 
to help further its mission and 
more fully engage constituent and philanthropic sources of support. Reporting to the President, the 
Director of Advancement is responsible for providing leadership and supervision of an experienced 
Advancement team including two major gift officers, the director of the annual fund, the constituent 
relations manager, the director of marketing and communications, and support staff and their work 
for the fundraising, marketing, and communications programs of Marist High School.  This individual 
oversees all fundraising activities relating to annual giving (Marist Fund), planned/major giving, capital 
and endowment campaigns, special events and programs, donor relations/stewardship, alumnae relations, 
and other school-related solicitations.  

Additionally, the Director of Advancement is responsible for preparing and monitoring the 
Advancement budget and generating annual goals and objectives for all areas under his/her direction, 
attends all School Board meetings and supports the Advancement Committee Chair and the committee 
members.  

The next Director of Advancement will be expected to bring the energy, charisma and executive 
administration and fund-raising skills necessary for this school community to build on its considerable 
strengths.

Challenges and Opportunities
Over the course of five decades, Marist has made significant capital improvements and additions 

that have provided more classrooms, a theatre, computer labs, new and improved athletic facilities and 
more. The school has been transformed from its original marshland landscape into a premier 55-acre 
campus with modern amenities for today’s students. All fundraising initiatives have provided Marist an 
opportunity for outstanding growth over the course of its fifty-four years, allowing for the preparation of 
Marist students for the future. 

Illinois State Scholars

Athletic Programs

61

26

Alumni

18,000+

FAST FACTS

21
AP Courses Offered

75%
Administration and Faculty  

Hold Advanced Degrees
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Faith in the Future is Marist High School’s newest endeavor; a campaign to transform Marist for 
the 21st century. Marist High School will embark on a multi-faceted $11.5 million capital campaign to 
fully bring to fruition its 21st century Catholic education philosophy that brings real world learning, 
meaningful technology, and challenging curriculum to the hands, minds, and hearts of the students. 
With this initiative, the school will add an astounding 20% additional learning space to the campus by 
transforming the monastery, the former home of the Marist Brothers, into a forward-thinking science 
wing that will help students prepare for college and careers – some of which do not even exist today.

Desired Qualities and Characteristics
• A practicing Catholic with a commitment to embrace the Catholic and Marist mission and vision of 

Marist High School.

• Strong work ethic, evidence of good judgment, outstanding organizational skills and attention to 
detail, and demonstrable personal integrity.

• Expert knowledge of best-practices in the management of robust advancement processes and 
functions that will bring about necessary results of Marist’s mission, vision, and strategic plan.  

• Ambitious, proactive, resourceful, growth-oriented and results-oriented personality and disposition, 
willing to develop, guide, and prioritize annual goals for all current operations including the Marist 
Fund, the Endowment fund, capital campaign, special projects, planned giving, grant opportunities, 
and capital growth. 

• Ensures that all Advancement efforts are directed at increasing donor support and enhancing the 
potential for future donor involvement.

• Communicates a broad understanding of and commitment to Marist’s mission, vision, and programs.

• Executive presence to inspire confidence, passion, and persistence amongst all stakeholders.

• Ten (10) or more years of experience in advancement programs and campaigns in a Catholic or private 
secondary school, college or other institution.  

• Strong interpersonal skills with demonstrated ability to work well with both internal and external 
constituencies, effectively representing Marist High School.

• Superior communication skills to express, orally and in writing, Marist’s mission, vision, and goals 
with clarity, passion, and persuasion.

• Working knowledge of Blackbaud, Raiser’s Edge and other Advancement-related computer programs 
and apps; will work nights, weekends, early mornings and overtime, when necessary. 

• Bachelor’s degree required; Master’s degree preferred.

Santa Monica College 

Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale 

Spring Hill College 

St. Ambrose University 

St. Louis University 

St. Xavier University 

St. Norbert College 

Syracuse University 

Texas A&M University 

The Ohio State University 

United States Naval Academy 

University of Alabama 

University of Arizona 

University of Chicago 

University of Colorado, Boulder 

University of Dayton 

University of Illinois, Chicago

University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign

University of Iowa 

University of Kansas 

University of Kentucky 

University of Louisville 

University of Michigan 

University of Minnesota 

University of Mississippi 

University of Missouri 

University of Notre Dame 

University of Pittsburgh 

University of San Diego 

University of South Dakota 

University of Southern 
California 

University of Texas, Austin 

University of Wisconsin, 
Madison 

Vanderbilt University 

Washington University 

Western Illinois University 

Western Michigan University 

Yale University

CLASS OF 2017  
COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES
(Continued from page 4)
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Application Procedure
To apply, please submit the following materials, confidentially and as separate PDF 

attachments in one email to Michael Furey. Please include Marist High School in subject 

field.

• Cover letter that aligns your experiences and skill sets with the current needs of the 

school as you understand them. 

• Current resume with all appropriate dates included.

• Statement of Catholic educational philosophy.

• List of five references including names, physical addresses, phone numbers and email 

addresses. No references will be contacted without your knowledge and approval.

Michael Furey, Managing Partner
mikefurey@partnersinmission.com
Partners in Mission School Leadership Search Solutions, LLC
124 Sycamore Drive Westwood, MA 02090
www.partnersinmission.com
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